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CSULB 
campus 
remains 
divided 


Packed audience eager 
to voice its opinion 

on divestment at ASI 
meeting. 


Ben Hammerton | Daily 49er 
Underclassman setter Josh Tuaniga is ending an outstanding second year with the Long Beach State men’s volleyball team. 


By James Chow 


In an emotional vote that drew glee- | 
ful cheers and heavy weeping, the As- 4 
sociated Students, Inc. Senate passed 
for its second reading a divestment 


resolution from companies complicit 
in Palestinian oppression. 


The resolution passed in a roll-call 
vote with 12 senators voting in favor, 
seven voting against it and three ab- ; 
staining. : 
Attendance at the Senate meeting : 
was high, with people filling the seat 
capacity and others scattered across the 
floor and the walkway. ASI officials had 


to add additional seating and speakers 
outside the Senate Chambers. Thirty 


people spoke up during public com- Long Beach State’s sophomore setter Josh Tuaniga has had tons of success. With 

srt his uncanny feel for the game, he helped the 49ers lead the nation with a .371 hitting 

percentage. He will look to guide LBSU as it faces BYU tonight in Columbus, Ohio in 
the semifinals of the NCAA Tournament. To read more, see page 8. 


During the Senate's deliberation, 
College of Liberal Arts Senator Elvia 
Cabrera proposed to table the resolu- 
tion indefinitely instead of passing it 
for a second reading. The proposition For a preview of the match, see page 7. 
failed, however. 

“I don’t want it to go into a motion,” 

Cabrera said. “There are a lot of peo- 

ple that want to be heard. Ten minutes 

cannot cut it. Fifteen minutes does not 

cut it ... All of the students that I have e ® 

spoken to from my college don’t know S e ate B ll O e S O fe & Sag Ors 
what [the resolution] is. I can’t even get n 1 WwW r Yl Yr 

a formal opinion from my constituents - 

if they don’t know what it is” SB 677 died in returns to committee again and necessary to record an action that 


While a few senators requested : passes. For these professors, this bill they consider violating state, feder- 
the committee te 

more time on the resolution due to ? could have posed a threat to the way al or local policies. 
its high controversy, others spoke out ~ but it fueled larger they do their jobs. The bill did not receive enough 
against Cabrera’s tabling motion saying concerns of academic “To me [academic freedom] is votes. Catherine Bird, Legislative 
that student organizations have already . the ability to teach various per- Director of Moorlach’s office, said 
voiced their opinions about the resolu- freedom. spectives and challenge students to that there were two votes in favor 
tion. think outside what they've experi- ~ and one against, but the rest of the 

“If we can't discuss this now, then By Elivabeih Gam pos enced,” said Alfredo Carlos, a Chi- committee decided not to vote, 
when?” said Joe Nino, vice-president Staff Writer cano and Latino Studies and polit- thus leaving itto die. The senate bill 
elect and senator of the College of NCR IRENE ST IG ical science professor. needed a total of four votes in favor. 
Health and Human Services. “If we t After an Orange Coast College According to international stud- 
can't discuss this with each other, then A law that would have allowed student was suspended for video ies professor Yousef Baker, the un- 
how will anybody else? ... By tabling students to record their professors . recording a professor talking neg- derlying reasons of this legislation 
this, we're restricting ourselves from in a classroom without their con- atively about President Donald . _ go beyond policing classroom ac- 
participating in the discussion. sent died in the Senate Judiciary Trump and posting it online, Or- tivity. 

Jordan Doering, senator for the Col- Committee last week, but the au- ange County senator John Moor- “I don't teach classes to help a 
lege of Engineering, echoed similar thor of the bill isn’t giving up just lach proposed Senate Bill 677. Republican or Democratic party. 
sentiments to Nino. yet. SB 677 would’ve allowed stu- My aim is not to support a party, it 

Some professors at Cal State dents to use a recording device in ; : 
see DIVEST, page 3 Long Beach are concerned about a classroom without consent of the see FREEDOM, page 3 
their academic freedom, if this bill professor if the student believes it. §£.———_¥/___ Graphic by Stephanie Hak 
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CSULB student wins $15,000 scholarship 


Long Beach Rotary Club 
granted Yasmeen Azam 
their largest award on their 
centennial anniversary. 


By Connie Ojeda 
Staff Writer 


Long Beach Rotary Scholarship Foundation 
named Cal State Long Beach student Yasmeen 
Azam as the recipient of its largest scholarship 
on Wednesday, commemorating the organiza- 
tion’s centennial anniversary. 

Presented at the Miller house, home of CSULB 
President Jane Close Conoley, the one-time spe- 
cial scholarship of $15,000 was awarded to Azam 
on Wednesday. She was selected by the Rotary 
Club for her leadership qualities and plans to 
positively impact society after graduation. 

Jane Netherton, Chair of the Long Beach Ro- 
tary Scholarship Foundation, presented Azam 
with the ceremonial check and award during the 
backyard celebration and said the accomplish- 
ments the 21-year-old has made in her young 
age “blew her away.” 

“The big thing is she has the Rotary values, 
she wants to give back, she wants to take care of 
people [and] she has a global perspective,” said 
Netherton, who was part of the recipient selec- 
tion committee. “Rotary is an international club 
and just wanting to give back to the community 
is what we are all about and she fit that perfectly.” 

Azam, president of the Muslim Student As- 
sociation and a senator at large for CSULB’s 
Associated Students Inc., is known for her role 
as a youth speaker in the United Nations, work 
with youth refugees, leadership in the “Mus- 
lims Against Hate” organization and her role as 
CSULB’s Student Leader of the Year. 

“I feel very humbled that I am in a room with 
such accomplished people and that they are all 
coming out to me giving me resources so that 
one day I can be someone that has contributed 
and continues to contribute to communities,’ 
said Azam during the commemoration. 

Although her global perspective is what set 
her apart from the 17 CSULB applicants who 
were competing for the award, the fact that she is 
one of quadruplet siblings is what she says gave 
her an individualistic drive. 

“We were constantly pushed to be our most 
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Connie Ojeda | Daily 49er 


Yasmeen Azam accepted her $15,000 scholarship at the Miller House, home of Cal State Long Beach President Jane Close Conoley on Wednesday. 


authentic versions of ourselves because we were 
always in comparison to each other,’ said Azam. 

The centennial scholarship awarded to Azam 
was the seeond she received from the Rotary 
Club, which was only available to current Rotary 
scholarship recipients who are both high achiev- 
ers and scheduled to graduate in spring 2018. 

Conoley expressed her gratitude and satis- 
faction with the opportunities the Rotary Club 
presents to students. 

“Across every one of our programs, students 


are distinguishing themselves, not just in Cali- - 


fornia [and] not just in our nation,” said Cono- 
ley during her speech. “The ability to offer our 
students, 96 percent of whom are California stu- 
dents, a great education for some of the lowest 
tuition costs in the country, in fact the lowest, 
is a great honor for me because I know we can 


invest in their future.” 

The ability to make an impact in communities 
is an idea Azam also hopes other students keep 
in mind. 

“If we de-center the idea of service, it is like 
the point of why we are trying to do what we 
are doing becomes lost,’ said Azam. “In this in- 
dividualistic society we just have to remember 
and stay grounded in the idea of pursuing what- 
ever we want to pursue for the sake of bettering 
them.” 

Although the specific centennial scholarship 
awarded to Azam was a one-time offer, students 
are encouraged to reach out to the Rotary Club 
Scholarship Foundation, who has funded over 
4,250 annual scholarships since its establish- 
ment and will continue to offer scholarships to 
students at CSULB. 


Editor's Note: 
Yasmeen Azam also co-authored a 
‘letter to the editor that is running 
in the Opinions section of today’s 
paper. The scholarshipevent = 
— coveredinthis article occurred = 
Wednesday and the Daily 49er 
received the letter to the editor 
Wednesday morning, The timing. 
of these two articles is happen- 
stance, : 


City council moves to develop more low-income housing 


The housing 
recommendations 
included ideas for 
micro-unit residence. 


By Samantha Diaz 
Staff Writer 


Long Beach may see more afford- 
able housing units built throughout 
the city after council passed recom- 
mendations brought forward by the 
Affordable and Workforce Housing 
Group yesterday. 

The recommendations approved 
by council included policies to im- 
plement existing legislation and new 
initiatives for housing development. 
Among these recommendations were 
ideas for micro-units, flipping aban- 
doned storage units into housing 
units and covenants, also known as 


income-restricted units. 

The council passed the recommen- 
dations in hopes of addressing the 
housing crisis in the city. Currently, 
the vacancy rate in Long Beach is at 2 
percent, while the national average is 
at 8, according to city staff. 

“The goal of the housing report is to 
recommend policies that may increase 
the production of affordable housing,” 
said Housing Development Officer 
Patrick Ure. 

Affordable housing is defined by 
the government as housing that uses 
up less than 30 percent of a person's 


“income. Developing more low-in- 


come housing will create more op- 


portunities for students, families and _ 


senior citizens to live in Long Beach, 
according to the council. 

Mayor Robert Garcia expressed his 
approval for the recommendations, 
specifically saying that building mi- 
cro-units in the areas surrounding 


college campuses could benefit stu- 
dents and allow them to live closer to 
campus for cheaper and eventually, 
buy their own home. ? 


&& 


I do believe there’s an 
opportunity to build, in the 
appropriate areas, denser 
units at a lower cost. 


-Robert Garcia, 
Mayor of Long Beach 99 


“I do believe there’s an opportuni- 
ty to build, in the appropriate areas, 
denser units at a lower cost,” said Gar- 
cia. “I also support the idea of devel- 
oping first time home buyer programs 
for not just city employees, but those 
across the city to provide them access 


in buying their first home.” ; 

Councilwoman Lena Gonzalez 
of the Ist district echoed the may- 
or’s comments on micro-units and 
brought up the idea of income-re- 
stricted housing units, or covenants. 
Covenants guarantee that only peo- 
ple within a certain income bracket 
can rent out a unit for a designated 
amount of time, decided by both the 
city and the housing developers. 

Gonzalez said that while her dis- 
trict holds over 1,700 covenants and 
250 micro-units alone, the city needs 
to develop a way for this number to 
spread to other districts. 

“Tt seems like we have a lot of those 


. inspecific areas of the city and it seems 


like they’re more in some areas than 
others, so I guess my question glob- 
ally would be: how are we influencing 
these types of projects to be city-wide 
... So that people can have opportuni- 
ties elsewhere, Gonzalez said. 


Although the recommendation was 
approved unanimously by the council, 
Jeannine Pearce of the second district 
amended section 3.6 and asked for 
the city staff to study it further before 
bringing it back to the floor. 

Section 3.6 is a recommendation 
for city council to adjust the moder- 


ate-income bracket in order to allow - 


more people to qualify for moder- 
ate-income and affordable housing. 
Pearce said that she wanted the re- 
sources available to go to people in the 
low-income bracket who truly need it. 

“We have to ask ourselves: who we 
are trying to develop housing for? 
And when we look at the last several 
years, we've been developing market 
rate housing? ” said Pearce. 

The council will study the recom- 
mendations approved and decide 
which methods the city can afford 
to implement and return to the floor 
within the next several months. 
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NEWS 3 


DIVEST 


continued from page | 


“If we basically just kill this motion be- 
cause we don’t want to make this hard de- 
cision, I'd ask why would we be on Senate 
in the first place,” Doering said. 

ASI Vice President and co-author to 
the resolution Logan Vournas,.a usual 
abstainer from giving their opinions on 
resolutions, vented their frustration when 

‘hearing complaints on passing resolutions 
with heavy circumstances. 

“The idea that we shouldn't vote on 
something or talk on something that’s di- 
visive.is a fallacy,” Vournas said. “If some- 
thing is a fallacy, that’s more of a reason 
to talk about it because there’s so much 
investment on each side.” 

In addition to the divestment resolu- 
tion to companies involved in Palestin- 
ian oppression, the ASI Senate passed 
resolutions on divesting from companies 
complicit in benefitting from private pris- 
on and LGBTQ+ oppression for second 
readings. 


FAST FACTS _ 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 


Valerie Osier | Daily 49er 
Numerous student organizations filled the Farber Center chambers in the University Student Union 

to voice their opinions for and against the a divestment resolution from companies complicit in Pales- 
tinian oppression. . 


Before the ASI Senate deliberated on the resolution, student government extended the public comments period to 20 minutes as 


well as allowed an extra 10 minutes prior to board discussion. 


* Tali Shaddaei, former senator for the college of health and human services: “Look at the effects of this resolution and it hasn't t 
even reached its second reading. | know that when | was in your chair, | would've never wanted my campus to be this divided no 
matter the issue. The resolution stated that you want inclusion on this campus. Is this your definition of inclusion?” 
* Spencer Potiker, American Jewish student: “This isn’t a religious issue... this is a moral issue about people living in refugee 
camps and not having rights. All of these companies are in some way directly perpetuating violence on the Palestinian people... 


Don’t be tricked into thinking that this is singling out Jewish students.” 


« Susanne Wechsler, Geography professor: “Senators, I've been a faculty member of this campus for 16 over years and I’m sad- 
dened by the lack of constructive academic engagement around this particular issue. Crucial context about the situation in the 
West Bank, Gaza, and the State of Israel has not been provided. This one sided focus does not give you enough critical informa- 
tion to use the academic sills of assessment that you can use to le an informed decision ay, & BDS movement.” 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


office is located in the Stter Bros. Shopping Ceater {Spring S. 
& Palo Verde Ave.}”A valve frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(wa of 3. Avalid current student 1D must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts of insurance. 


FREEDOM 


continued from page | 


is to teach how to think critically; Baker 
said. 

But behind the recording of this viral 
video, there’ also a fight for free speech. 
Moorlach proposed the bill to grant 
whistleblower protection to students. 

Both Bird and a fact sheet about the 
bill explain that whistleblower protec- 
tion is granted to employees and if con- 
sidered necessary, it should be granted 
to students as well. 

But others think that a legislation like- 
this could bring a chilling effect to the 
classrooms. 

A statement released by the Califor- 
nia State University about their position 
on SB 677 states that what a student re- 
cords during a professor's class can be 
used “in a grievance or disciplinary ac- 
tion against a professor whose perspec- 
tive the person/student may not like.” 

The statement says that this can im- 
pact the professor’s choice about class 
content, class lecture and discussion, 
guest speakers and more. 

“Professors are supposed to expose 
students to different perspectives so that 
they become critical and independent 
thinkers and informed citizens. This 
legislation would put professors in an 
ideological straightjacket” declared the 
Academic Senate of the California State 
University in their statement about the 
legislation. 

Baker also referred to the reasons be- 
hind the bill as “dubious claims.” He said 
that the people behind SB 677 want to 
be able to police content and neutralize 
ideas at a university. 

In addition, Carlos thinks that this 
bill would have also impacted the stu- 
dent’s’ education. 

“We need to create a culture in uni- 
versities where we're Ok. ate having 
disagreement; he said. “.. We need 
liberal people saying liberal things and 
conservative people saying conservative 
things.” 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 
EYE EXAM + 
1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 
OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


4 ARTS & LIFE 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 


Jessica Jasso of North Hollywood checks out Katherine Manriquez’s Revive virtual reality at the BA Senior Project Exhibi- 
tion at Duncan Anderson Gallery Wednesday. The VR provided viewers a tour of a community that will help the homeless. 


STUDENT SHOWCASE 


Divine design looking fine 


CSULB senior design 
students show off their 
senior project prototypes. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


Who dreams up our future technology? 
What will the inventors of tomorrow cre- 
ate? A glimpse of what it might look like, 
and who these creators are, was showcased 
yesterday at Cal State Long Beach. 

CSULB’s department of design hosted 
“Agile,” its senior project exhibition yester- 
day. The department includes three tracks, 
industrial design, interior architecture and 
the general bachelor’s program, whose stu- 
dents are showcased in the Duncan Ander- 
son Gallery in the design building. 

“Those [other two programs] kind of 
overshadow the BA people and so people 
coming out is very important to me per- 
sonally because I really love what I do and 


it’s really.nice to have people paying atten- 
tion, said senior design major Ellen Cole. 

Cole was showing her bike-frame pack 
that she calls “Exo? which is an innovative 
bag that latches onto the center frame of a 
bicycle. She was inspired to make her proj- 
ect by her commute to and from school, 
carrying a laptop, books and various 
school supplies — which her bag conve- 
niently stores and protects. 

“The typical Jansport backpack does not 
do it because it just hurts your back, there's 
a lot of strain on your back, it’s just super 
uncomfortable,” Cole said. 

Cole's project was under the soft case 
category for various bags and satchels, but 
other students showcased worked with 
apps, virtual reality and furniture design. 

Senior design major Tomas Castro was 
there presenting his app “Freshman.” His 
program offered five features that he would 
hope help make personal grooming fun 
and easy for men. 

“Were transitioning from high school to 
college, and we're trying to reinvent our- 


selves,’ Castro said. “So the idea of the style 
playground, it uses essentially a similar 
technology as the snapchat filters and you 
can play around with your look, trying out 
different kinds of beards, mustaches [and] 
hair styles” 

Most students at the showcase weren't 

sure if they were going to use their designs 
to start businesses after graduation, but 
Sara Haynes has already rented out a stu- 
dio to continue to work and sell her origi- 
nal furniture. 
_ The design Haynes~ showcased. were 
three small and sleek circular coffee tables. 
She strived to include a theme of sustain- 
ability in her work, so each table included 
a replaceable circle made of materials like 
glass or cork. The circles come in different 
colors to adjust to changes in style instead 
of replacing the tables all together. They 
also work as built-in coasters for the pur- 
pose of increased longevity. 

To see more of our potential future tech- 
nologies, the designs will stay on display 
until May:5. 
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CONCERT PREVIEW 


Old 


testament 
still relevant 


“Elijah,” featuring over 100 singers 


and an orchestra, is being performed 
at the CPAC Saturday night. 


By Isabel Ramos 
Staff Writer 


A dramatic story about faith, fire, fury and facing the conse- 
quences of one’s actions comes to the Carpenter Performing Arts 
Center Saturday, May 6, at 8 p.m. 

Thé oratorio, “Elijah; written by Felix Mendelssohn in the 


1800s, is being performed at Cal State Long Beach for the first- 


time. An oratorio is a large-scale musical work for orchestra and 
voices, and this one has a cast of 100 singers, student soloists and 
a symphony orchestra. 

According to the conductor of “Elijah, Jonathan Talberg, the 
work was picked in part to cater to soloist and senior vocal per- 
formance major Emilio Valdez, and to bring a new and dramatic 
piece to the school. 

Talberg is the director of choral, vocal and opera studies at the 
Bob Cole Conservatory at CSULB, where he worked as a profes- 
sor at the school for 17 years. He has never performed “Elijah” 
before, but says that there is a resurgence of Mendelssohn in the 
United States and always strives to challenge himself. 

*Elijah” tells a biblical story of the Old Testament of the proph- 
et Elijah. It features resurrection of a dead youth, a contest of the 
gods, the bringing of rain to parched Israel, the prosecution of 
Elijah and finally his ascension on a fiery chariot into heaven. 
Talberg believes it is an important piece because the story deals 
with issues that are still relevant today. 

“The oratorio deals with real human issues that we deal with 
today,’ said Talberg, “It starts in a time of great drought, it deals 
with religious violence and it speaks about solitude and find- 
ing time to think, to pray and to consider one’s actions. These 
are themes that are not only religious themes but are universal 
themes.” 

Tickets can be purchased at the Carpenter Center box office 
or website for $10 to students with an ID or the general public 
for $15. 


Summer Sessions 


Two 6-Week Sessions 
May 30-July 7 (S1S) 
July 10-August 18 (S3S) 
One 12-Week Session 
May 22-August 18 (SSD) 


www.ccpe.csulb.edu/summer 


May Intersession 


Three-Week Session 
May 22-June 9 (SSI) 


www.ccpe.csulb.edu/intersession 


More than 75 Online Summer Classes 
Register Now! 


jam #DoersDo (800) 963-2250 
wv | f =) @CSULBinterSessn CCPE-info@csulb.edu 
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH 
COLLEGE OF CONTINUING AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


The Daily 49er is looking for a 


web designer. 


Contact us at 
eicd49er@gmail.com 


SEEKING ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO 
PREMIER NATIONAL 


CONSUMER ADVOCATE FOR NEW-VEHICLE 


SHOPPERS 
(140,000 CUSTOMERS AND COUNTING) 


* Belmont Shore location. Must live within good commuting 
distance. 

* 3-year job for a freshman, 2 years for a sophomore. 

¢ Part-time during school year. (I’ll work around your’class 
schedule.) Full-time during summer and semester breaks. 

* Starting: $11.00/hour, reviewable every 6 months. Christ- 
mas bonus. 

* Puts meaningful work experience on your resumé at grad- 
uation. 

¢ Seeking bright, self-confident female or male with good 
people and writing skills. An analytical bent, computer savvy 
and familiarity with Word and Excel are pluses (we work on 
desktop iMacs). 

* Check out both me and the business here: www.fightingc- 
hance.com. 

* You'll be processing orders for our information package, 
which come from our website. Attention to detail is extreme- 
ly critical. 

« As you gain competence, !’ll involve you in other tasks. 
You'll be involved daily in what it takes to run a successful 
small business. 


Please email a cover note and your resumé to James 
Brigg jbragg@fightingchance.com. Make the subject “Ad- 
ministrative Assistant.” (PDF attachments are ok) 
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Jeremih and Ella Mai to perform at CSULB 


ASI announced the 
lineup for,its annual 
musical event, 

happening May 12. 


By Connie Ojeda 
Staff Writer 


Associated Students Inc. announced 
that Hip-Hop and R&B artists Jeremih 
and Ella Mai will perform at the annu- 
al Beach Pride concert, taking place in 
Cal State Long Beach’s Walter Pyramid 
on Friday May 12. 

The annual concert, deemed by ASI 
as the “Big Event” for the year, has host- 
ed performances in prior years featur- 
ing artists such as Wale, Miguel and 
Trey Songz. 

ASI’s “Big Event” will offer students 
the opportunity to enjoy performances 
by the Def Jam Records singer Jeremih, 
famously known for his grammy nom- 
inated songs “Don’t Tell Em” and “All 


Jeremih will headline the ASI “Big Event” on May 12. 


About You” and Ella Mai, who is known 
for her hit single “She Don’t” 
Junior political: science major Ma- 


OCC Course 


CMST A220 | Essentials of Argumentation 
FILM A100 | Hist & Apprec of Cinema 


PHIL A120 | Ethics 


rN AUC Shee owracaes 
A100 | Hist & Appreciation of Music MU 


rissa Murphy said she had been antic- 
ipating the announcement of this year’s 
Beach Pride event as she had recently 
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Facebook 


asked her roommate about the date, 
which she plans on attending. 
Murphy, who is a fan of singer Jer- 


emih, said that although she is looking 
forward to the concert the date should 
have been planned with more thought, 
as the concert is scheduled to take place 
a week before finals. 

Aside from Murphy, junior Mikaela 
Carlson is excited about ASI’s chosen 
line-up. 

“That's awesome, cool that they got 
such a big artist to come out. Jeremih is 
great and his last album was fire,” said 
Carlson. “It’s a good way to head into 
summer.” 

Although students are excited for the 
upcoming concert, students like Carl- 
son say the pricing on tickets will deter- 
mine whether the event will be worth 
attending. 

Tickets for the event, which went on 
sale Wednesday at 10 a.m., range be- 
tween $10 and $65. 

Anyone interested in attending the 
18+ event must be advised that only 
CSULB students, alumnus registered 
with the Alumni Association, staff and 
guests of CSULB students will be al- 
lowed to be present at the concert. 


Essential Public eoisiine ; 


Listener's Approach to Music r 
Introductory Ethics ; 
Introduction to American Government 


A100 | Introduction to Sociology Principles of Sociology . 


Students currehtly enrolled at a four-year institution who plan to enroll in a summer course at OCC MUST receive permission from their four-year-institution 
counselor/advisor. The four-year institution counselor/advisor will determine how the course will be applied to the student’s degree. 


Summer Session begins June 12" 


Take transierable courses this summer in 4-8 weeks at Orange Coast College 


) Applynowat oo 
Ls ‘Www.orangecoastcollege.edu | 
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Dwestment authors address Conoley 


Esteemed President Conoley, 


hank you for your letter of concern 

regarding the resolution appro- 

priately titled, “Senate Resolution 

#2017--37 Suggestions for Socially 

Responsible Investing: Companies 
Complacent in and Profiting from Palestinian 
Oppression” We appreciate your long awaited 
comments and contributions regarding any of the 
many sociopolitical issues we have addressed in 
our past 31 Senate meetings, and we support your 
right to free expression as well. 

However, we write to express our comments 
and concerns regarding your letter addressed to 
the ASI Senate, copied to the Daily 49er, and sent 
out to all CSULB faculty. The following comments 
do not speak for the entirety of ASI, its professional 
staff, or the final opinion of the ASI Board of Direc- 
tors—also known as Senate, the official voice of the 
student body. The following comments are solely 
from the authors of SR: 2017-37, Senators at- 
Large Yasmeen Azam and Yasmin Elasmar, Sen- 
ator of the College of Natural Science and Math- 
ematics Hajer Rawag, and Vice President Logan 
Vournas. 

Our comments and concerns are addressed as 
follows: 


1. As students at CSULB, we stand firmly 
against any movement that perpetuates hate or 
bigotry. As individuals who have been ourselves 
victimized by hate and bigotry, we absolutely rec- 
ognize the importance of eliminating such struc- 
tures of domination on both our campus and in the 
broader society. The increase in attacks on certain 
communities, specifically by identifiably white su- 
premacist groups seeking to provoke fear in our 
student body, has yielded a tense political climate. 
We stand in solidarity with all the communities 
that were targeted and affected by a recent wave of 
threats, hatred, and violence; including immigrant, 
undocumented, Black, Muslim, Latinx, Asian, Jew- 
ish, and LGBTQ+ communities. While each of 
these communities were subjects of the vandalism 
on campus, the main concern of the letter seemed 
to be highlighting the erroneous correlation be- 
tween an increase in anti-Jewish prejudice and 
vandalism with our proposed ASI resolution. No- 
tably, you decided to decontextualize the current 
political climate, including the “Trump effect’, 
thereby ignoring the broader social context of 
how organized white supremacist organizations 
have been the driving force behind the rising anti- 
Jewish sentiment across the United States. Yet just 
one year ago, hate crimes in 

Long Beach increased by over 20%, with 
much of this hate directed towards the Jew- 
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ish community, the Muslim community, and the 
Queer and Trans+ community. 

Moreover, both you and Provost Jersky have 
stated on separate previous occasions that you at- 
tribute the increase in white supremacist posters by 
Project Europa and vandalism to non- student out- 
side agitators. Furthermore, the university, which 
has granted and approved Palestine Awareness 
Week for years now, never indicated any prior con- 
cern of our right to free speech as being ‘anti-Se- 
mitic? This troubling logic leads to a Catch 22, 
where any political speech supporting divestment 
is thereby considered a hate crime itself; this not 
only silences any legitimate discussion of the is- 
sue but undermines any form of your own call for 
“respectful dialogue.” Finally, your position, which 
assumes a false correlation between an increase in 
student activism and anti--Jewish proclamations, 
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nies; it does not stretch beyond these parameters. 
To imply otherwise is inaccurate, and unfair. 
Additionally, we believe there needs to be a clear 
distinction between anti-Semitism and the criti- 
cism of Israeli policies and anti-Zionism ideol- 
ogy. Just like being critical of the US govern- 
ment does not make one anti-American, nor does 
criticizing Putin make us anti--Russian. Criticism 
and dissent comprise part of the very purpose of a 
university and the cornerstone of academic free- 
dom to freely criticize all institutions, even Israel. 


3. The administration has defined inclusive 
excellence as, “building high--quality learning 
opportunities by ensuring equitable access 
to both effective educational practices and 
a welcoming and enabling campus climate for all 


students, faculty, staff and alumni” 


The struggle for peace and justice 1s. 


truly at the heart of our movement, 


and we believe this goes hand in hand 


with student needs and destres. 


is not supported by objective social scientific ev- 
idence. 


2. We would like to take a moment to clarify 
the distinction between what we, as authors, de- 
liberately call our movement and what you have 
mislabeled it to be. This is a student-driven, coa- 
lition--based movement for social justice, which 
seeks to reclaim economic agency of students in 
deciding where our financial contributions to this 
university go. While we accept BDS as a valid form 
of peaceful resistance - placing economic pressure 
on companies that are violating human rights -, 
our divestment resolution is not part of the great- 
er BDS movement. For the record, not one of the 
three resolutions we proposed mentions “boycotts 
or sanctions” and as a movement, we never 
called for such practices. To reiterate, we are 
a student movement calling for the university to 
invest in socially responsible and ethical compa- 
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Furthermore, it was noted how ‘divisive’ our 
resolution will be. Ironically, your unprecedented 
intervention in vocalizing your opposition ac- 
tually furthers the divisiveness on our campus 
and eliminates any possibility of “a welcoming and 
enabling campus climate for all students, faculty, 
staff and alumni.’ The statements made at the Sen- 
ate revealed you publicly positioning yourself — as 
a person with the most authority on campus - with 
one single group of students; in essence, denounc- 
ing the entirety of the rest of us who stand firmly in 
opposition to your statements. We urge you to con- 
sider how that might create “the other” when you 
as the President of this entire institution use your 
institutionalized power to undermine any attempt 


evaluate how you used your statement to silence 
and delegitimize an entire coalition group of over 
fifteen student of color organizations in addition to 
all of the Palestinian students on your campus who 
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.for a leveled field of discussion. We urge you to | 


you erase from your entire letter of concern. Based 
upon your political stance, we can only conclude 
that it is the university’s position that only “some” 
students are worthy of the President’s protection 
and intervention. Are we not part of your “inclu- 
sive campus”? 

In regards to furthering intellectual discourse 
and debate on campus, is it not the goal of higher 
education to nurture students to be critical think- 
ers who are globally conscious? Can we not have 
critical discussions about power, privilege, and 
domination that challenge oppressive social struc- 
tures even if, at times, some students may feel un- 
comfortable? Are we not at this university for the 
purpose of actively engaging with the world’s issues 
around us? Your implicit suggestion that to have 
“inclusive excellence” requires students to refrain 
from social justice struggles that impact our com- 
munities epitomizes a form of anti-intellectualism 
that should be avoided at all costs at a university. 
Your discourse also harms academic freedom, 
while ‘othering’ students who you do not consider 
worthy of intervening for, and conflates criticism 
with demonization, and ultimately yields an envi- 
ronment of demoralizing passivity. It should not 
have to be said, but nation-states and corporations 
are not people, they are social institutions that de- 
serve and need criticism by the people to ensure 
any aspect of equity. We urge you to re- evaluate 
how the imperative “Inclusive Excellence” Initia- 
tive can actually promote social justice, not sup- 
press the urgency for it. 


We would like to reaffirm our solidarity with 
marginalized groups on campus and around the 
world. The struggle for peace and justice is truly 
at the heart of our movement, and we believe this 
goes hand in hand with student needs and desires. 
President Conoley, when asking yourself “Does 
this promote inclusion, excellence, and public good 
at our university?”, we urge you to consider the fact 
that the struggle for justice for any situation, by 
default, promotes inclusion, excellence, and pub- 
lic good. If CSULB strives to be prestigious and a 
worldly university, the community must recognize 
its role in the liberation of all people everywhere. 


Sincerely, 


Yasmeen Azam and Yasmin Elasmar, 
Senators at-Large; Hajer Rawag, Senator of 
the College of Natural Science and Mathe- 
matics; and Logan Vournas, ASI Vice Pres- 


- ident 


Business Office 
Phone (562) 985-8001 


Fax (562) 985-1740 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., LA4-203A 
Long Beach, CA 
90840-4601 


Assistant News Editor Michaela Kwoka-Coleman 
Assistant News Editor Elizabeth Campos 
Assistant News Editor Xochitl Abarca 


Assistant Design Editor Jade Inglada 


Graphic Illustrator Stephanie Hak 


Assistant Social Media Editor. Roberto Herrera 


Assistant Social Media Editor Alex Manfredi 


Assistant Sports Editor Luke Ramirez 


Letters Policy: All letters and e-mail must bear the phone number of the 
writer and must be no more than 300 words. The Daily 49er reserves the 
right to edit letters for publication in regard to space. 


pet eA —s 


Bot 2 te ee 


, 


THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017 


DAILY49ER.COM | SPORTSD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


LBSU prepares for rematch 


Long Beach State men’s 
volleyball takes on BYU 
in semifinals of NCAA 


‘Tournament. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


As the Long Beach State men’s volleyball 


team prepares for its Final Four matchup 


against Brigham Young University tonight 
in Columbus, Ohio - there’s a sense of fa- 
miliarity and caution as the team knows 
anything can happen when you get into the 
postseason. 

LBSU (27-3, 16-2 MPSF) faced BYU 
(25-4) twice in the regular season, dropping 
the first match in Provo in five sets March 
25, before winning the second match in a 
sweep the following night. 

“They're a very physical team, whether 
they're in system or out of system — they 
have the capability to go over the block, 
so that presents some different issues that 
other teams don't have,’ LBSU senior libero 
Andrew Sato said. 

While the team is the higher seed, the 
players are prepared and know that any- 
thing can happen when the match starts. 

“We still have a lot of challenges ahead 
of us; LBSU senior middle blocker Bryce 
Yould said. “[and] we still have to bring our 
A game? 

The 49ers will look to avenge their sea- 
son-ending loss to BYU May 5 in the semi- 
finals of last year’s tournament. 

Last year, LBSU was a young team start- 
ing three freshmen from the start of the 
season, 

But, with a more experienced team the 
49ers led the nation with a .371 hitting per- 
centage. 


“It’s all credit to our passers,’ senior mid- 


: 


dle blocker Amir Lugo-Rodriguez said. 

Sophomore setter Josh Tuaniga, named 
2017 Setter of the Year, was one piece that 
was credited with helping LBSU return to 
the postseason. 

“[Tuaniga] is one of the most talented 
setters in the nation,’ Yould said. “Tt’s pretty 
fun to be able to have him on our team?’ 

Along with the team’s recent success, the 
semifinals will be another addition to the 
growing history of LBSU and BYU being 
two of the nation’s most storied programs. 

Sato went on to talk about how difficult 
it is to play in Provo and how it will be play- 
ing at a neutral site. 

“Ever since my freshman year, it’s always 
been a big rivalry,’ Sato said. “I know going 
to [BYU] is always tough, so being able to 
get away is nice” 

The team noted that the gym in Provo 
is usually jam-packed when BYU hosts 
teams, but also mentioned that the Cougars 
have a solid following who travels with the 
team. 


“T think they'll be able to bring as many _ 


fans as they would in Provo,’ Yould said. 
“Maybe, not quite as many. [There's] defi- 
nitely going to be quite a few BYU fans 
there, but I think [the game will] come 
down to whoever is on their game that 
night?’ 

BYU also noted the history between the 
two programs and is looking forward for 
the matchup. 

“T think it's just fun to place a team like 
Long Beach that’s going to pose a new chal- 
lenge to us every single time and challenge 
for us to get better,” BYU senior opposite 
hitter Ben Patch said. 

The two teams will face off in the St. John 
Arena at 3 p.m. 

Coverage of the semifinals will be 
streamed on NCAA.com. 

LBSU and BYU will be streamed first 
with Ohio State and Hawai'i being streamed 
at 5 p.m. 


SPORTS 7 
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Long Beach State men’s volleyball team gathers around its MPSF Championship trophy after defeating Hawai’i 


in four sets April 22. 
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Sophomore setter Josh Tuaniga has LBSU’s eyes set on its first NCAA Championship since 1991. Tuaniga led the nation with 11.13 assists per set. 


Long Beach State’s 
sophomore setter Josh 
‘Tuaniga has his hands 
in 49ers’ success this 
season. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


When you attend a Long Beach 
State men’s volleyball match, soph- 
omore setter Josh Tuaniga is easy to 
spot. 

Whether it’s his jaw-dropping pass- 
es or his pregame dancing, Tuaniga 
has become a force for the team head- 
ing into the NCAA Tournament Final 
Four as the No. 2-seed behind defend- 
ing champion Ohio State. 

With his incredible feel for the 
game and unpredictable passing, Tu- 
aniga’s hands have allowed the team to 
prosper as it finished the season with 
a .371 hitting percentage to lead the 
nation. 

Tuaniga, the 2017 National Setter of 
the Year, led the nation in assists, fin- 
ishing with an impressive 11.13 assists 
per set. 

The sophomore put on a show for 
those in attendance at Walter Pyramid 
April 22 during LBSU’s MPSF final 
match-up against Hawai’i, as he made 
unbelievable cross-court passes and 
stifled the Rainbow Warriors defense 
with his tip moves that gave LBSU easy 
points. 

When it comes to his success, his 
teammates aren't surprised about what 
he’s been able to accomplish as an un- 
derclassman. 


“He’s a hard worker, senior out- 
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Long Beach State sophomore setter Josh Tuaniga passes the ball during the 
49ers’ MPSF championship win April 22. 


side hitter Andrew Whitt said. “He 
comes in early every day always ready 


to prep. He comes in early and stays 


late. He’s a good reflection of what our 
team’s about.” 

Along with his uncanny feel for the 
game, Tuaniga credits his family for 
his creativity on the court. The setter 
also knows that having fun is import- 
ant when you're an athlete. 

“As an athlete, we really have to 
hold on to the reason that we play 


sports and the reason we do things,” 


Tuaniga said. “It’s all about the fun of 
the sport, for me.” 
Tuaniga’s family taught him the im- 


portance of loving what you do at a 
young age. 

“I trained pretty hard when I was 
growing up, Tuaniga said. “But, my 
parents instilled in me like, “Hey, you 
got to first love what you're doing and 
in order for people I think to as suc- 
cessful as they can be and reach their 
full potential, they not only have to 
work for it — they got to love what 


‘theyre doing and appreciate what 


they’re doing.” 

It's Tuaniga’s personality that has 
not only made those off the court grow 
to love his game, but his outgoing and 
fun personality has brought his team 


closer together as they have become a 
national championship contender. 

“Playing with Josh is awesome first 
and foremost,’ senior middle blocker 
Amir Lugo-Rodriguez said. “He's a 
great guy, he’s one of those guys that 
everyone is able to be really close to, 
so it’s really fun to be able play with 
one of your best friends on the team? 

Although he has an infectious per- 
sonality, there’s no question about the 
setter’s competitiveness and the fact 
that he uses last year’s loss in the semi- 
finals to drive the team further this 
season. 

“We take what Peicas that year 
— what we did right and what we did 
wrong - and we learn from it,” Tuaniga 
said. “We take what we enjoyed about 
it and what we need to work on, we 
make sure that’s the focus. 

While Tuaniga is in the middle of 
his collegiate career, he has put a lot 


of thought into what he will do when . 


he graduates. 

“One of the things I tell myself is I 
want to play for as long as I can, Tu- 
aniga said. “I love the sport so much, 
I love playing the sport so much. One 
thing I’ve noticed is I can't really get 
away from it. When my little sister has 
practice, I want to go and that’s kind of 
looking towards, maybe I might be a 
part of a coaching staff or a club later” 

Now, as the team prepares for a re- 
match against BYU in today’s NCAA 
semifinal match-up, Tuaniga will be 
looked upon to lead the team to the 
NCAA Championship match. 

“He's the one directing and driving 
our offense as a team,” Whitt said. “So, 
having those positive vibes out there 
on the court is something we definitely 
connect to and it’s easy to hold onto to 
keep us moving forward in the match.” 
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FAST FACTS 
SETTER 
JOSH TUANIGA 


s 


_ team 


2017 Lloy Ball Award 
recipient - given to he 
nation’s best setter 
2017 Al-American A rst 


2017 ALMPSE First Team 


016A All American 


— Second Team 


» 2016 MPSF Meena 

Team 
2016 Off The Block 

Freshman All-American 


Competed for Team USA 


at 2016 Pan American 


Games 


Won Gold with US. 


Men’s|unior National 
team at 2016 NORCECA 
U-21 Continental 
Championships 


_ Named tournament 
_ MVP and Best Setter 


at U-21 Continental 
_ Championships 


Member of the 2015 
U.S. Boys Youth National 
team at FIVBU-19 World 


Championships 


Member of 2014 


NORCECA U-19 World 
Championship Team 


